Specification
Value of the data
The data provided in this article reflects the heavy metals pollution of the Kalingarayan Canal. The dataset article discusses the importance of the heavy metals analyzed and also discusses water quality of the Kalingarayan Canal useful for irrigation purpose and classifies the water based on EC.
The dataset will help to determine the effects of heavy metals analyzed in the water of Kalingarayan Canal.
Heavy metals can accumulate in the human body and other living organisms over a long period and may cause adverse effects on human health.
This information contained herein will be useful to society and can be extended to other canals in terms of water quality particularly to heavy metals.
Data
The construction work of Kalingarayan Canal was carried out during the period 1271-1283 AD. The canal starts with Kalingarayan dam on River Bhavani, near Bhavani and flows through Erode before terminating near Kodumudi. It is designed in a circuitous way with as many twists and turns as possible. The canal is in the curvilinear path to cover more land area for irrigation. The length of the canal is 92 km passing entirely through Erode district, Tamil Nadu as per the survey conducted. The mean sea level (MSL) where the canal begins is 534 feet and ends at 412.48 feet. The Kalingarayan Canal is situated on the western bank of the river Cauvery at 77°40´-77°48´E longitude and 11°16´-11°26´N with an area of 7621 Sq. km (Fig. 1) . Based on the latest population census in Erode district (2011), its population was 521,900. The data contain heavy metal analysis of surface water samples. Eight stations were selected as sampling points in the Kalingarayan Canal for three seasons viz. summer (March-May), Pre-monsoon (June-August) and post-monsoon (December-February). The parameters investigated are pH, EC and heavy metals like Fe, Mn, Zn, Cu, Cd, Ni, Pb, and Cr. The dataset pertaining to pH, EC, and heavy metals, are shown in Tables 2-4. The area is characterized by the tropical climate and the area around the canal is heavily populated and industrialized (Table 1 ).
There are more than 250 small scale dyeing units and tanneries actively discharging their wastewater either not treated or partially treated.
Experimental design, materials, and methods
The locations of samples were chosen according to the industrial, agricultural and domestic activities. The polythene bottles were used to collect the samples in eight different locations in Kalingarayan Canal (Table 1 , Fig. 1 ), after measurement of pH on the spot in the field. The samples collected from each site consisted of 3 composite samples taken at one foot below the water surface using acid washed 500 mL polyethylene bottles to avoid unpredictable changes in characteristics. Water samples collected were placed at 4°C in an ice-jacket and transported to the laboratory immediately for further analysis. The collected samples were acidified with concentrated nitric acid to a pH below 2.0 to minimize precipitation and adsorption on bottle walls as required by the standard procedure. The concentrations of heavy metals were determined using an Atomic Absorption Spectrometry (Agilent, 200 Series, USA) after the acid-digestion procedure for heavy metals analysis as per APHA [2] . Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer was used for heavy metal analysis of water while other analysis such as EC was carried out by procedure adopted in standard methods [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] . The concentration of hydrogen ion (pH) and electrical conductivity were analyzed with a digital pH meter and digital electrical conductivity meter respectively [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] .
The samples were collected and tested for a period of three years (2014-2016). Water samples were collected for the three seasons when there was a flow of water in the canal and were tested for 
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